1 1 | 
Natimal 2 the Cauſe 7 2 S977 ; 
| rional Mz Os. 22297 A 


tae. Ad. _— h 


I * R M 0 N 


ragen“ D AT ITY 


Parton cuunen 


F | 0 7 N 
VEVERHAM: in CHE SHIRE: | 


on 


| Friday, the Sixth of bunu. 8 


56. e BEING 


The Day appointed, by dein to 1 kept a as a Ge ; 
| neal FAST and HUMILIATION, on Account of 
| the os oa 2 8 s, in POR 7 UGAL, Kc. 


in 
- * 


* O HUNTER, Eo 
_ Vicar of Wevznnan. | EE 


Printed at the Requelt of FR 8 


1 


| LIVERPOOL: BT. 
WPrinted by and for R. WILLIAMSON, near the Exchange. 


MDCCLYL 


DI n 
\ 


AD YERTI SEMENT, 


ET may be proper to acquaint the 
Reader, that the following Diſcourſe MW 
was never intended by the Author for WI © 
the Preſs; but the Requeſt of thok W 
Whoſe Happineſs he is in Duty bound 
to conſult, obliges him to forego his 5 
on Intentions, and to hazard his Cha- 
racter, as a Writer, for the Sake of 
diſcharging his Conſcience, as a Paſtor: | ] 
And a Reformation of Manners is con- of 
WE feſſedly become ſo neceſſary, that the > 


meaneſt Attempt towards it, may! ſeem 
at ka to deſerve. a Pardon, | 
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| JEREMIAH vi. 8. 


2 has inſtructed, 0 Jeruſalem, beſt my Cut 
_ depart from thee, 4 * # make thee Kl, 8 


= Land not inhabited. | oO 
0 underſtand the . 4 theſs 8 W ˖— 

it is neceſſary to look back to the Beginning 

this Chapter; where the Prophet forewarns his EY 
eople and Brethren, the Jews,of their approaching $ 


mack and Deſolation by the Army of the Chal- 
deans: -And firſt, as moſt natural, he addrefles the | 
People of his own Tribe: O ye Children of Benja- 5 
min, * yourſelves to flee out of the Midſt of _— 1 


ſalem; and blow the Trumpet in Tekoa, and ſet up ; 
4 Sign of Fire in Bethhaccerem; for Evil appeareth $ 
out of the North andgreat Deſtruction, v. 1. The Pro- 3 
phet then proceeds to ſhew the Cauſe of their Calami- 3 


ty, or rather of their Puniſhment: I have likened the 
Daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate Woman,v.2. 
that is, Jeruſalem was become corrupted with Eaſe, 


and an* dan wanton by Pr oſperi y and Peace: For 
E22 


4] 


tho it had not been without it's Viſitations and ſe- 


vere Inflictions, to take Vengeance of the Sins 
of both Prince and People, yet it ſtill might be 


conſidered as a great, a proſperous, and opulent Ci- 


ty, compared to the State of the ten Tribes, whoſe | 
Country was laid waſte, and the People deſtroyed, | 

or diſpers'd, and led into Captivity. But ſome have | 
rendred the Words under Conſideration in a diffe- 
rent Manner, and to this Effect: I have likened the | 
| Daughter of Zion to a Paſture and pleaſant Habitati- | 
on: This is ſpoken with Propriety in the Language 
of a Shepherd, as the Prophet Jeremy by Profeſſion 
was; and to this Senſe agree the Words that fol- 
low: The Shepherds with their. Flocks, i. e. Kings with | 
their Armies, ſhall come unto her: They ſhall pitch their 
Tents againſt her round about: They ſhall feed every | 
one in his Place, v. 3. And now to awaken the 
Fews the more, GOD himſelf is repreſented as ut- | 


tering his Voice, and calling the Chaldeans to Arms: 
Prepare ye War againft ben: to which they reply, 


Ariſe and let us go up at Neon: Wo unto us, for the 
Day goeth away, for the Shadows of the Evening are | 


fretched out: Ariſe, and let us go by Night, and let us 
deſtroy her ' Palaces, ver. 4, 5. The preſent Day 
being upon the Decline, they lament was too ſhort, 


and the next too long to wait, to put the Divine | 

Decree in Execution; which runs as follows: For | 

thus hath the LORD of Hoſts ſaid, He ye down | 
Trees, and caſt a Mount againſt Jeruſalem ; this is the | 
City to be viſited : She is wholly Oppreſſion in the midſs | 


of her: As @ Fountain caſteth out her Waters, ſo ſbe 


eaſteth out, or aboundeth with her Wickedneſs : Violence | 

and Spoil is heard in her, before me continually is Grief | 

and Wounds. Vet after all——after the Indictment | 

is read, the Criminals convicted, Sentence paſſed, 

and the Chaldean Army ſummoned to put it in Ex- | 

cution, Mercy is deſirous to triumph over Juſtice, | 
and GOD once more interpoſes with the Tendei- 


neſs 


tx? 


nefs of a Pather, to adviſe his People, and to pre- 
vent, if poſſible, their future Ruin. Be thou in- 
firufted, O Jeruſalem, left my Soul depart from thee, 
hf I make thee deſolate, a Land not inhabited. : 
From which Words I ſhall take Occaſion at this 
Time, as moſt ſuitable to the ſolemn Buſineſs of 
this Day, to ſhew, | 


I. That Wickedneſs i is "= has been; the gene- 
ral Cauſe of Miſery and Ruin to the Kingdoms 
and Nations of the 1 


II. That this Kingdom and Nation from our 
preſent State of Immorality and Impiety, has 
no Reaſon to preſume upon it's Security from the 
like Miſery and Ruin. To prevent which, from 

falling upon us and upon our Children, ” 


III. I ſhall conclude with a plain Exhortation e 
9 Humiliation, Repentance and Newneſs of Life. 


I. I am to ſhew that Wickedneſs is, and has been 
| the general Cauſe of Miſery and Ruin to the Nati- 
ons and Kingdoms of the World. RY 
And this requires little Proof or Argument, but 
only your own Obſervations on the Conſtitution 
of the World, and the preſent Courſe of Things, 
and a ſerious Reflection on the Hiſtory of Times = 
paſt. | 
By ls F act and Ebene we may all 
and each of us know and feel that our Proſperity 
and Peace in general bear a Proportion to our Vir- 
tue and Piety; as you cannot help obſerving fre- 
quent Inſtances of Men wretched becauſe they are 


Tranſgreſſion of the Laws of God; and, as might 
be expected from his Wiſdom and Holineſs, com- 
monly attended with a Penalty and Puniſhment even 
in this Life. Let Men be diſhoneſt, or debauch'd 
and intemperate, and you obſerve them at laſt ve- 


wicked. A Violation of the Order of Nature is a 


[6] 


ry ſenſible Sufferers in their Character and Credit, 


— their Health and Fortune. Vice, which is Vio- 


lence done to Nature, muſt neceſſarily deprive 
them of the beneficial Effects and happy Fruits of 
Virtue, And as the Sins of Men are multiplied, 
fo the Sum of Miſery in the World is increaſed; 
and let Wickedneſs ſpread like an Infection, from 
Individuals to general Bodies, as to Families or 
Nations, the Conſequence muſt be more general 


Wretchedneſs. 


Sometimes indeed for the Tryal of our Faith 


and Virtue, as we are placed in this World for a 


State of Tryal, ſuffering does not immediately, 


and as it were in the Act, nor always viſibly, take 


hold of the Sinner; and Nations, as well as parti- 


cular Men, are-indulged for a Time in the Means, 


when they may ſeem to have forfeited all Claim 
to Mercy. God is gracious and long-ſuffering, not 
 evilling that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come io 
 Repentance. But when Mercy itſelf is rejected and a- 
buſed, hen the ſtill ſmall Voice, and his Meſſages 
of Love are not liſtened to, then God appears in 
more terrible Majeſty, . and the Thunder of his 
Power, to cut off and to deſtroy, what is paſt all 
Cure, or Hopes of a Recovery. Then the LORD 
of Hoſts, the mighty One of Jae! ſaith, Ab, I will 
| eaſe me of mine Adverſaries, and avenge me of mine 
Enemies. And notwithſtanding the preſent viſible Ml 
Proſperity, or ſeeming Security of the Wicked, 
600 never wants the Means, as he hath at his 
Command the Armies of Heaven and Earth, to 


execute his Judgments, and fulfil all his Will. 


The Prudence of the Wiſeſt, and the Power of the 
Strongeſt, is no Refuge or Defence againſt the 


Almighty Jehovah, the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and 


Earth: For who is able to ſtand before him? 
« Or who may ſtand in his Sight, when he is 
2 angr y? Whither ſhall the Sinner go from his , 


— Spirit? 
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HA + 4 
Spirit? Or, Whither ſhall he flee from his Pre- 
« ſence?” The combined Strength and Sagacity 
of Nations, —— of all the Nations of the Earth, 
is but a Spider's Web, and as nothing againſt him, 
who leadeth Counſellors away ſpoiled, and maketh the 
Judges Fools: Who looſeth the Bond of Kings, and gird- 
eth their Loins with a Girdle: Who kadeth Princes a= 

way ſpoiled,” and overthroweth the Mighty. Nature 
upon this Subject ſpeaks the Language of Scrip- 
ture: That the Pillars of the Earth are the 
« Lord's, and he hath ſet the World upon them: 
« —— That the Wicked ſhall be filent in Dark- 
10 neſs, and by Strength ſhall no Man Pr evail | 
« That the Adverſaries of the Lord ſhall be found 
„Liars: Out of Heaven ſhall he thunder upon 
« them: The Lord ſhall judge the Ends of the 


That GOD hath thus viſited the Nations for 


their Wickedneſs, and caſt them out, is as evident 


as the Records of thoſe Nations from the Begin- 
ning of the World. I ſcarce need to remind you 
of the ſacred Hiſtory 3 as you know, that it was 
the univerſal Corruption of Mankind, that brought 


down upon them a Deluge of Waters; and © that 


it was becauſe their Sin was very grievous, and 
the Cry of them waxed great before the Lord; 
that the LORD rained upon Sodom and Goms- 
rab, Brimſtone and F hy nay the Lord out of 
Heaven; and overthrew thoſe Cities; and all 
the Plain, and all the Inhabitants of the Cities, 


And it was not for their Righteouſneſs, or 
for the Uprightneſs of their Heart, that the Chil- 


dren of Jrael were ſent to poſſeſs the Land of the 
Canaanites] but for the Wickedneſs of theſe Nations, 
faith Moſes, the Lord thy GOD doth drive them out 
from before thee. The Fews themſelves from being the 


Executors, became in their Turn, when the Mea- 


lure of their Iniquities was filled up, by rejeQting 


1 | 
and crucifying the Son of GOD, the Obje#5, and 4 
remain to this Day the Monuments of the ſame di: =" A 
vine Vengeance. And it is impoſſible to read their R 
Hiſtory, eſpecially the Siege and final Overthrow ? 
of their City by the Romans, without ſeeing the II 1, 
Hand and revering the righteous Judgments of 
But this ſignal Vengeance which overtook the YI ;. 
Jes in their Wickednels, is no ſingular Inftance Ml « 
of the Righteouſneſs of GOD, and of his juſt Re- MYR « 
tribution to Sinners; for © he hateth all the Work- 
« ers of Iniquity.” The ſucceſſive Growth and WM 4 


Diminution: — The Riſe and Fall of every Nation 4 
and Empire under Heaven, fo far as we can trace n 
their Records, is a Leſſon to every new Generation. 1 
That Righteouſneſs alone exalteth a Nation, and in 


that Sin is both the Reproach and Ruin of eve- } 5 
ry People.“ Look back at the Ages that are . 
paſt, and review the Interpoſitions of Providence WM ;; 
in the Hiſtory of Mankind, and you ſee the diffe- WM ., 

rent Periods of Time mark'd by the overgrown } 50 
VGBreatneſs or Proſperity;— The Pride and Im- m 
|  Piety, and theſe ſucceeded by the ſignal Chaſtiſe- WM 5, 
ments, and at laſt by the memorable Overthrow of MY 0: 

the moſt diſtinguiſh'd Cities, States and Inhabitants WM 

of the Globe. Not Jeruſalem alone, the Queen of tte 

Ancient Cities, with her aſpiring Towers and Mag- | BY 

nificence more than mortal, is now ſunk to a bar- of 

ren and rocky Precipice, and reduced to a Heap of Pi 

S tones, and the Mountain of the Houſe became as the dig 
high Places f the Foreſt; but of Babylon, the Lady de 
of Kingdoms, the Beauty of the Chaldees Excellen- JF 
cy, ſcarce a Ruin remains to tell us where that J an 
once proud City ſtood. * Babylon is fallen, is fall! h 
and all the graven Images of her Gods hath he boten « \ 
unto the Ground: Where is Nineveh, the dueling Y | 

Place of the Lions; and the Feeding Place of lle uin 

young Lions; where the Lion, even the old Lion wal © tir 


3 

a, und the Lions Whelp, and none made them afraid 
Alas! Nineveh is laid waſte : The Gates of her. 
Rivers are opened, and her Palaces are diſſolved. Greece 
and Rome, once the Seats of Liberty and Science, 
have now for Ages been; the diſmal Abodes of 
groſs Ignorance, Superſtition and Slavery. Where 
is Carthage, and where is Tyre? Their Walls are 
deſtroyed, and their Towers broken down; © and 
« Tyrus is made hike the Topof a Rock, anda Place |! 
for the ſpreading of Nets in the Midſt of the Sea.“ 9 
I cannot help obſerving upon this Occaſion, | 

that Tyre was in ſome Reſpects not unlike that City, 
whoſe unhappy Fortune we at this Time lament, 
and ſtill bore a nearer Reſemblance to our own State 
and Nation, for whoſe Preſervation we this Day  *!% 
implore the Favour and Mercy of Almighty GOD. 1 


Tyre was famous among the Nations for it's exten- ah 


five Traffic, it's numerous and powerful Fleets, 

and abundant Riches; and hence the Prophet E- — 
ztkie] deſcribes her under an Allegory the moſt ap- | 
polite to a maritime State: Tyre is called a Ship of i 
matchleſs Beauty: Her Boards are of the Fir- trees of 
Sir, her Maſts of the Cedars of Lebanon: Of the 
Oaks of Baſban are made her Oars, and her Ben- 
ches of Ivory are brought from the Iſles of Chittim: 
the fine Linen and broidered Work of Egypt are 
her Sails, and the blue and purple from the Ifles 
of Elfhah are her Covering : Her Mariners, her 
Pilots, and Calkers are then recited as the moiſt 
diſtinguiſhed in their Profeſſion. After this ſtabely 
Veſſel is fitted out, and freighted with every pre- 
cious Produce of the eaſtern World, how ſudden 
and dreadful is her Cataſtrophe! * Thy Rowers 
have brought thee into great Waters, the Eaſt- 
Wind hath broken thee in the midſt of the Seas.“ 1 


| And now how delolate is this once proud City! 
| And how melancholy the Effects which her Over- 
| row has upon her former Friends, the neighbour- 


B „„ 


2 IF 
ing Illes and Princes of the Sea! Theſe are deſeribel 
as deſcending from their Thrones, changing their 
Garments, trembling at her Fall, and lamenting ö 


over her Ruins. 


One Deſcription more of a City laid deſolate for 


9 » ww 


ſtanding the Exhortations of the Prophets, till 
_ GOD's Patience was wearied out, and the King of 
Babylon came up. and deſtroyed the Land, and cau- 
ſed to ceaſe from thence Man and Beaſt. The Pro- 
phet Jeremy's Account of this Deſolation is in the 
moſt melting Strain of Tenderneſs and generous I 


Sorrow. —— The Recapitulation of Feruſalem's ? 
former happy Circumſtances, now all reverſed : — | 
The Beauty of Hrael, the Perfection of Beauty, caſt 
down: — The Horn of J/rael cut off: — The po- 
pulous City ſolitary and a Widow: — She that was 
great among the Nations, and Princeſs among the 
Provinces, become tributary : — Her high Ways 
once crowded, now mourning :—Her ſolemn Feaſts 
| Glent, and the Sabbaths forgotten in Zion: — Her 
Gates deſolate and ſunk into the Ground: — Her 
Bars deſtroyed and broken: Her Palaces ſwallow- ? 
ed up: Her Rampart and Wall, lamenting and 
languiſhing together: Her Elders ſitting upon the 
Ground in Silence, caſting Duſt upon their Heads, 
and girding themſelves with Sackcloth : — Her 
- Prieſts ſighing: — Her Kings and Princes hanged 5 
up or led captive, and her Prophets without a Vi- 
 fGon:—Her Nazarites once purer than Snow, whiter 2? 
than Milk, more ruddy in Body than Rubies, and 
their poliſhing of Sapphire, now blacker in Viſage 
than a Coal, undiſtinguiſh'd in the Streets, their 


Skin cleaving to their Bones, withered and become 


like a Stick:—Her Temple once reſounding with 
the Voice of Thankſgiving, now filled with the 


Shouts 


— 
— 
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Shouts of an unhallowed Soldiery Her Elder: 
teaſing from the Gate, and the young Men from 


their Muſic:— The Women in Zion raviſhed, and 
the Maids in the Cities of Judab: — The Chilz 


dren and the Sucklings ſwooning in the Streets; 
r fa Hunger, and pouring their Souls into 
their Mother's Boſom : — The Prieſt and the Pro- 
phet ſlain in the Sanctuary of the Lord :—The Vir- 

zins and the young Men falling by the Sword, and 


the Daughter of Judah as a Wine-prefs, bleeding 


atevery Vein. All theſe moving Circumſtances 
of Diſtreſs in a City ravaged, and a People groan- 


ing under the Sword of an Enemy, cannot but af- 
fect any Man, who has either Family, or Friends, 


or Country, whoſe Preſervation he wiſhes, and 
whoſe Happineſs he would ſec prolonged : For theſe 
Deſcriptions, I ſcarce need tell you, were wrote and 
left upon Record, not for our Entertainment, but 
for ou Inſtruction ; to warn us from provoking the 
fame Vengeance, and calling down upon ourſelves 


the ſame Judgments of G G D. —— The Fall of 


States, — of Mineveb, of Tyre aryl Babylon, as ſung 
by the Prophets, has indeed an amazing Pathos and 
Sublimity, which muſt affect every Reader of Taſte 


and Judgment: You ſee a Magnificence imperial 
in their Decline: You read Dignity and Divinity 


in their Ruins: But when we compare the Prophe- 
cles with their Completion, and fee them realized 
in the Event by the Deſolation of thoſe Kingdoms 
and the Manner of their Deſolation, we are ſtill 
more affected with theſe terrific Acts of Providence, 
we not only hear the Voice of GOD; but we fee 


the Arm of the Almighty ſtretched out over Nati- 


ons and Empires, and plucking them up from their 
very Foundations. Theſe are tragical Incidents in 


the Drama of human Nature, which command a 


lolemn Pauſe, Attention and Silence, and the pro- 


boundeſt Humility in the Spectators; who muſt — 
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tn? 
11 they are not ed and hear, if they are not deaf 


their own Vileneſs, and the awful Perfections of the 
Godhead inſcribed and legible in every Line. When 


Kingdoms fall ;—fall, as they ſometimes do, at one 
Blow, and by a Blow unforeſeen and irreſiſtable, 
Heaven teaches a Leſſon dreadful but ſalutary tq 


this lower World: We thence learn, how ſinful is 


morta] Pride, how poor is mortal Proweſs, how 
vain are mortal Attainments, —the Empire of Arts or 
Arms, - — how frail is earthly Happineſs, and how 
great is human Wickedneſs :— We learn to adore b 
the tremendous Power and Juſtice of GOD, and to 
live to him, and depend on him alone, in whoſe Fa- 
wour is Life, and whoſe Anger is mare bitter than Death. 
Ih heſe are the wholeſome Mon A Ls, the precious, | 
| | Remains, to be collected from the Hiſtory and | 
Ruins of ancient Nations: Inſcriptions, as it were, 
placed on the ſepulchral Monuments of defunce 
Kingdoms, to warn and inſtruct the Reader, i. e. | 
neighbouring States, and all Ages to come, of the 
Conſequence of Immorality and a Defection from 
60D. The Heather ſhall kuow, ſaith the Prophet 
Ezekiel, that the Houſe of Iſrael went into Captivity, 
or their Iniguity, becauſe they treſpaſſed againſt ne; 
therefore hid I my Face from them, Chap. xxxix. 23. | 
II. It is Time then to conſider, Whether this 
EKEingdom and Nation, from our preſent State of | 
Immorality and Impiety, has any Reaſon to pre- 
ſume upon it's Security from the like Miſery and 
Ruin which has befallen Jeruſalem and Tyre, and 
5 every ſinful Nation under Heaven. | 
And here the Taſk of laying open our Wicked- f 
neſs, and expoſing our ſinful Nakedneſs, is not ia 1 
| pleaſing, as it is neceſſary : But it is no Time, it 
is never a Time, for a Servant of Chriſt to endea- 
your to pleaſe Men, at the Hazard of their Salva- 
tion: It is better, more conſiſtent with my Duty, 
and mor e conducive to your! Intereſt, that I ſhould, 
upon 


„ 
upon this Occaſion, ſtand forth as your Accuſer, 
than by my Silence, or Cowardice, contribute to 
our Condemnation. It is better now to hear, and 
to attend to the Rod and Reproofs of GOD, than 
be hereafter overtaken by his Judgments, and 

ſwallowed up in endleſs Perdition«” 
And here let me firſt lay before you, the Bene. 
fits and Bleſſings we enjoy, and have long enjoy- 
ed, by the Goodneſs of GOD, and then let us en- 
quire, whether we haye made a ſuitable Improve- 
ment of them, to the ſetting forth of his Glory, 
and our own Salvation. CCC ine os 

Whether we conſider our natural or civil Advan- 


tages; - our Situation as an Iſland, and the Tempe- 
ature of our Clime, the Enjoyment of our Liberty 


(ſo far as we are not ourſelves the Betrayers of it) 
and the Security of our Property from arbitrary 
Tyrants and illegal Invaders: — The Extent of our 
Trade, the Increaſe of our private Wealth, and the 
Figure which this Nation has made among the 
Nations, we can ſcarce forbear breaking out like 
Miſes, upon his prophetic Foreſight of the Bleſſings 
of the twelve Tribes: Happy art thou, O Iſrael; 
who is like unto thee, O People, ſaved by the Lord, the 
Shield of thy Help, who is the Sword of thy Excellency. 
Hut here let me aſk: Have we made a proper 
Uſe of theſe Bleſſings? Have we conſidered them 
as the Gift of GOD? — been grateful for the Be- 
nefit, and temperate in the Enjoyment of them? 
Or, has not our Liberty produced Licentiouſneſs? 
—our Proſperity corrupted our Morals? —and our 
Wealth been applied wantonly and wickedly, to 
promote a Rage for. pleaſure and Gaming, and a 
Spirit of Exceſs and Intemperance? Even ſome of 
thoſe, you know it, who have Relief from the 
Public, have alſo their Luxuries, and make un- 
warrantable Demands upon you to ſupport them 
in Klleneſs, —in Riot and Drunkenneſs. So . 
| it 


if we may be thought Sharers in the Bleſſings, we 
may be alſo juſtly joined in the Complaint, which 
Moſes makes of the twelve Tribes: Jeſurun ware 
at and kicked: Thou art waxen fat, thou art growy 
thick, thou art covered with Fatneſs: Then be Fer. 
e bis Salvation. N es 
But our Wiekedneſs will appear of till a deeper 
Dye, if we proceed to conſider our ſpiritual Bleſ. 
lings, and the Mercies of GOD to us in CHRIST 


* Behold then the Spotleſs Lamb of GOD com- 
ing down from Heaven, to take away the Sins of | 


the World! — He lives a Life of Poverty and Per- 


ſecution he dies a Death of Shame and Sorrow, 
to redeem you to G OD by his Blood! The Arm | 
of the Almighty is made bare in the Signs and | 
Wonders wrought by his holy Child JESUS: — | 


The Jerojſb Nation are put to the Sword, and the 


Remnant led into Captivity, for rejecting the 
Meſſiah; and Armies of Martyrs bleed, to propo- 


gate, to att: ſt, and to confirm his Truth. You 
Have the full Benefit of this Truth offered to your 


Acceptance; and while ſome of the Inhabitants of 


the Earth have not yet heard the Sound of the 


Goſpel, and others have heard it but imperfectly, | 
and are deprived of the precious Light of Heaven 


by the Power and Policy of thoſe Who rule over 
them: — You, I fay, my Brethren, have no ſuch 


Obftructions laid in the Way of your Faith: — No 
fraudulent Impoſitions upon your Conſcience, nor 
 Reftraints of your religious Liberty: To you 


| the Means of Grace are tree: To you the Churches 


are open, the Scriptures are permitted, and the Sa- 


craments fully and frequently adminiſtred; ſo that 


the Spirit and the Bride may till ſeem to ſay, + 

„Let him that is a-thirſt come; and whoſoever 

will, let him take the Water of Life Wee; 1 
1 | 5 | N rf 


GOD, which made him, and lightly eſteemed the Rock | 
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And here let me aſk ;—let us each examine him- 
ſelf, whether we have made a due Uſe and Im- 
provement of theſe Mercies of God? Have we 
made his Laws the Rule of our Conduct, and his 


Love the reigning Paſſion of our Hearts? Are we 


truly ſenſible of our own Sinfulneſs and Emptineſs, 
and 45 the Value and Sufficiency of redeeming 
Grace ? Do we with the Heart believe, as well as 
confeſs with our Mouths, the great Articles of our 
Faith? Do we manifeit that Faith by our Works? 
Have we put off concerning the former Con- 


« verſation, the old Man, which is corrupt ac- 


« cording to the deceitful Luſt? Are we renewed 
in the Spirit of our Minds, and have we put on 


the new Man, which after GOD is created in 1 


„ Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs? Are we riſen 


4 with Chriſt ? — and do we ſeek thoſe Things, 


Which are above, where Chriſt ſitteth at the 
„Right hand of GOD? And do we ſet our Aﬀec- 
tions on Things above, not on Things on the 
Earth? Do we e the Doctrine of GOD our 

Saviour in all Things? Is the ſame Mind in us, 

which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus? Do we walk in 

his Light? Do we follow his Steps? Do we dili- 


6 ae ponder his Word? Do we reverence 


“ GOD's holy Name? Do we ſanctify his Sab- 
% baths ? Do we duly attend his Altar ?? 
Shall I here be falſe 1 GOD, belie my own 
Soul, and betray yours, by ſaying that this, 1 hope 
and believe, is. the Faith and Practice of all that 
hear me this Day; and that all who, profeſs them- 
#lves Chriſtians, are Chriſtians indeed, and not in 
Name? Or, muſt I confeſs before GOD, and la- 
ment, that they are not all Urael, which are of Iſrael.— 
Are not GOb's Laws ſet at open Defiance by thoſe, 
who would be thought the Children of God? Is 
not his Name profaned and blaſphemed by thoſe, 
vo are daily ſupported by his Goodneſs? Are re 
is 


| his Sabbaths made a Day of Idleneſs or Diverlion; 
rather than Devotion? Is not one Part, —a little 
Part of this Day thought ſufficient for the Offices 
of Religion, by many who have no Pretence or 
Excuſe for not conſecrating the Whole to GOD's 


Service? Do we not ſerve Mammon with more 


Vigour and Zeal than we ſerve GOD? And has 
not Belial his Votaries among thoſe who call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians? Are not Riot and Drunkenneſs 
public in our Streets? And has not that Day, 
which ſhould be Holineſs to the Lord, been diſtin- | 
guiſhed for Irregularity and Intemperance, as much | 
at leaſt as any in the Week ? —Are not the Chriſtian | 
Sacraments profaned and neglected, as well as the 
_ Chriſtian Sabbath? Or, is not That of Baptiſm ! 
conſidered by ſome, as a mere Matter of Form ot 


Feſtivity; and That of the Lord's Supper avoided | 


by many, as if it had been ordained for a Curſe, | 
and not a Bleſſing ? — Is not this to gainſay and | 
deſpiſe the Authority of the Son of GOD; —to | 


\ renounce the Benefit, and to deny the Efficacy of 


the Croſs of Chriſt ? Is not this to ſay, that you 


will not have him to rule over you; and that you 


| expedt to be ſaved, without Regard had to the | 
J ET ETSSTTSRNal 
Io ſum up the Whole of this Charge: Where 


Grace hath abounded, doth not Sin much more | 


abound ?—and may we not ſay without Breach of 
Charity, when we conſider the general Manners of | 
_ Chriſtians, that in the Midft of Light they walk 


bn ſtill in Darkneſs ?—in the Midſt of Mercies the7ß 


are ſtill rebellious againſt Heaven; and continue | 
to fight againſt GO D, while his Hand has been 
ſtretched out to ſave and to deliver them? © And | 
<« ſhall I not viſit for theſe Things, ſaith the Lord; 
„ and ſhall not my Soul be avenged on ſuch a 
Nation as this?“ And judge you, whether you 
are a Mateh for the Almighty, or able to _— 
8 „ | Wit 
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with him in the Day of his Vengeance? You may 


do well to renounce his Mercy, if you are ſufficient 


to withſtand or outbrave his Judgments. — And 
zebold the Fudge ſtandeth at the Door! I need not 
remind you of thoſe dreadful Viſitations, with 


which he has ſo lately wiſized the ſeveral Parts of 17; 
the World : We indeed of this Nation have but 


felt the temote Effects of thoſe Viſitations; and 
are hitherto as à Fire- brand pluckt out of the Burning: 
But how dreadful muſt be the Conſequence, if I 
muſt add with the Prophet, Let ye have not returned 
unto me, ſaith the Lord: Therefore thus will Ido unto 
thee, O Iſrael; and becauſe I will do this unto thee, 
prepare to meet thy GOD, O Iſrael. - GOD is the 
righteous 7 5 „and is angry with the Wicked every 
Day : if a Man will not turn, he will whet his Sword: 
He hath bent his Bow, and made it ready: He hath 
prepared for him the Inſtruments of Death, he ordain- 
eth his Arrows againſt the Perſecutors. We have 
lately ſeen his holy Arm made bare in the Sight 

of the Nations: We have ſeen Kingdoms ſhaken, 
and Capital Cities rent to their very Foundations, 
and Thouſands and ten Thouſands of our Fellow- 
Creatures ſwallow'd up in a Moment: We know 
not on what Ground ourſelves at preſent ſtand: 
To- morrow's Sun may never riſe upon us: This 
Night may plunge us into the Sleep of Death: 


ſe may cloſe our Eyes to wake no more but in 


Eternity: Our State of Tryal may expire before 
my Diſcourſe is ended: Every Word I ſpeak, 
and every Breath you draw, may be our laſt: E- 
ven now may the deſtroying Angel be gone forth, 
having a drawn Sword in his Hand, ſtretched out 
over this Nation, as over Jeruſalem of old: — to 
involve us in the Calamities of War or Peſtilence, or, 
to link this guilty Land into the deep Abyſs, into 
the formleſs Maſs and Darkneſs from whence it firſt 
aroſe, While I recite, and before we have Time to 
C | repent 


HE #4 
repent of our Sins, they may overwhelm. us all with 
one common Ruin. When GOD giveth the Word, by 


doth according to bis Will in the Armies of Heaven, ani | 
among ihe Inhabitants of the Earth; and none can fy | 


his Hand, or ſay unto him, What doeft thou? 


| Yet after all, GOD is merciful, or we had not | 
been all of us here alive this Day. The divine | 


Judgments to others are Mercies to us, who are 


likewiſe Sinners: But let it be remember'd, that 


Nothing is fo ſevere as abuſed Mercy :—nothing ſo 
dreadful as inſulted Goodneſs. Ingratitude to GOD 


is the greateſt of Sins, becauſe he is Your greateſt | 
| Benefactor : For this Reaſon the Jews were the 
moſt ſignal Examples of divine Vengeance, becauſe W 


they had been diſtinguiſh'd, yet moſt ungrateful, 
for thedivine Favours. Had they been but com- 


mon Sharers of the ordinary Bleſſings of Provi- | 
dence, they had not by their Abuſe of them been 


expoſed to ſuperior Sufferings, nor remained to this 


Day, an Aſtoniſhment, a Proverb, and a By-word a- 
mong all Nations, whither the Lord hath lead them. 
Hear, ſaith the Prophet Amos, this Word that the Lord 

bath ſpoken againſt you, O Children of Iſrael, againſt the | 


_ whole Family, which I have brought up from the Land 
F Egypt, ſaying, You only have I known of all the 
Families of the Earth : i. e. You eſpecially have J 
favoured among the Children of Men, #herefore 1 
 wvill puniſh you for all your Iniquities. 5 
I 0 prevent which Puniſhment from falling upon 


us and upon our Children, who have greater Obli- 


gations to GOD than the Jews ever had, _ 
III. I ſhall conclude with a plain Exhortation 
to Humiliation, Repentance and Newneſs of Life. 
It is at all Times our Duty to humble ourſelves 
under the mighty Hand of GOD, when we conſi- 
der out Meanneſs and his Majeſty ;—our Sinfulnels 
and his Purity: our Defects and Dependance, and 


his Fulneſs and Perfection. The Mightineſs of hi 


Power 


1 1] 
Power viſible in the Frame, — the Extent and Pre- 
frvation of this ſtupendous Fabric of Heaven and 
Earth, ſhould make every Man humble himſelf in 
Duſt and Aſhes, and acknowledge himſelf à Worm 
aud no Man in the Sight of his Maker: But the ſpe- 


cal Judgments of GOD ſpeak ſtill louder than the 
alm and ſober Voice of Nature. When © the 
Voice of the Lord is upon the Waters: when 
(che GOD of Glory thundereth: hen the Voice 

) Wl © of the Lord is powerful and full of Majeſty— 
when the Voice of the Lord breaketh the Cedars; 
e Wl © when the Lord breaketh the Cedars of Lebanon; 
when he maketh them allo to ſkip like a Calf; — 
Lebanon and Sirion like a young Unicorn: — 
„when the Voice of the Lord divideth the Flames 
: ol Fire; when the Voice of the Lord ſhaketh the 
3, Wilderneſs; when the Lord ſhaketh the Wil- 


i. derneſs of Kadeſh :—When the Channels of Wa- 
. ters are ſeen, and the Foundations of the World 
2 are diſcovered, at thy Rebuke, O Lord, at the 
i Wl © Blaſt of the Breath of thy Noftrils:—When the 
* Heathen rage, when Kingdoms are moved; 
* when G O D uttereth his Voice, and the Earth 
* doth melt away: — When we behold theſe Works 
of the Lord, and the Deſolations he hath made in the 
Earth, the loweſt Humility of Soul need ſcarce 
be recommended: We cannot but be moved and 
tremble, when all Nature moves, and trembles 
round us, When GOD diſplayed the Terrors of 
lis Majeſty to his Servant Ehjah;—when by a great 
and ſtrong Wind he rent the Mountains, and brake 
n Pieces the Rocks ;—when after the Wind was 
ad Earthquake, and after the Earthquake a Fire, 
the Prophet, we are told, wrapped bis Face in his 
Mantle, as not daring to look up to GOD. May 
we have, — we cannot but have this reverential 
Awe, this humble and contrite Heart, when GOD's 
Judgments are in the Earth; — when the Noiſe of 


95 20 J 

che Fall of Cities, and of the ſhaking of Kingdom, | 
- — when the Shrieks of Thouſands going down to. 
. quick into the Pit, is yet ſounding in our Ears, 
But let us not deceive ourſelves, and miſtake this 
natural Fear for areligious Humiliation; tho'ſome, | 
I am ſorry to ſay it, ſeem devoid even of this nau. 
ral Fear, —careleſs, obſtinate and unmoved, tho 

| ſurrounded by the Terrors of GO D, and, like | 
Devils, fighting againſt Heaven, while Fire is iſ- 
ſuing from the Throne, and ready to devour them. 
But, my Brethren, I am perſuaded better Things of | 
You that are here preſent: Your Attendance upon | 
this ſolemn Service, declares your Conviction |} 
at leaſt of the terrible Majeſty of GOD, and thai ö 
ou ſtand in Awe of his Judgments. 1 1 
Let me then endeavour to turn this Awe and WI 
this Conviction into ſuch ſerious Purpoſes and Re- WM | 
_ ſolutions of Repentance and Amendment of Life, | P 
as may, through the Merits of Chriſt Jeſus, divert . 
thoſe Judgments, and appeaſe the terrible Majeſty WM » 
of our offended Maker. Your Fears alone will not MI 
fave you. Fear ariſing from the Apprehenſion of. Wl i 
a preſent Danger, or an approaching Judgment, is u 
not a Virtue, but a Paſſion, — is not Grace, but k 
Nature. | In their Aftlifion, ſaith G OD by his WW 
Prophet Hoſea, they will ſeek me early: i. e. Neceſſity, | 
t 

V 

0 

N 

if 


and not Choice, will make Men flee unto GOD, 
when his Chaſtning is on them: But let this be re- 
moved, and they turn their Backs, ſtarting aſid like | 

4 broken Bow : For thus the Prophet purſues his 

Subject. O Epbraim, what ſhall I do unto thee? | 

1 © Judah, what ſhall I do unto thee? For your W « 

* Goodnefs is as a Morning Cloud and as the early = 
“Dew it goeth away,” Ea. yy 
Fear at beſt is but the n of Wiſdom; 1 

and a Man under Fear is in the Elements of Re- | . 
ligion: Fear properly becomes Sinners, and not I Il 

_ Saints : He that Searethy aich St. Jahn, is not made c 
aft in Love. „ | Our 
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Our Fears however are at this Time proper, 


when we come to humble ourſelves as Sin- 


jers under the mighty Hand of GOD; — but 
fill, I muſt repeat it, our Fears alone will not 

ere us. As they are our Iniquities, which ſeperate 
between GO D and us; or rather, which provoke = 


the Eyes of bis Glory, and draw down his ri ghre- 5 


os Judgments upon us, we mult forſake our Sins, 
we would profit by our Fears. If thou wilt return, 
( Iſrael, ſaith the Lord, return unto me; and if thou 
wilt put away thine Abomgnations out of my Sight, then 
halt thou not remove: O Jeruſalem, waſh thy 
Heart from Wickeduſs, that thou mayeſt be ſaved: how 
In ſhall thy pain Thoughts lodge within thee? 
Our Sins, my Brethren, our Sins are the only 
Objects of our Terror, and the Cauſe of all the 
Mifery we either feel or fear. It is Sin that pre- 
res for us the Inſtruments of Deſtruction: It is 
Sin that will not ſuffer the Sword of the Lord to reſt 
his Scabbard, but groeth it a Charge againſt Aſkelon 
ad the Sea Shore : It is Sin that ſhuts up Heaven 
wainſt us, or opens it in Judgments upon us, —- 
upon the Fruit of our Land, the Increaſe of our | 
Kine, and the Flocks of our Sheep : It is Sin that 7, 
teverſes and convulſes Nature, that removeth the 
Mountains and they know not, — that ſhaketh the 
Earth out of her Place, and maketh the Pillars 
thereof tremble: It is Sin that cloatheth the Hea- 
vens with Blackneſs, and maketh Sackcloth their 
Covering : It is Sin, that is the deſtroying Angel, 
which deluges Nations in Blood, makes the Land 
(elolate, and the World as a Wilderneſs.—In ſhort, 
i is Sin alone, which overwhelms us with Terror 
and Torment here, and plunges the Sinner 1 in ever- 
laſting Torments hereafter. 


And when we know this, ſhall we ſtand lingering: 5 


like Lot, on the Borders of Deſtruction — When 


there may be but a Step between us and Death? 


Aud 
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And not rather, purſuant to the Advice of the An- 


gel, Ariſe and eſcape for our Life? Had not the Lord 


' waited, that he might be gracious unto us, we ſhould | 
have been before this as Sodom, and we ſhould have | 
been like unto Gommorrab :— May his Mercy be a | 
new Motive to our Repentance: May we ſeek the | 


Lord, while he is yet to be found, and call upon 
him while he is near: Let the Wicked forſake his 


Way, and the unrighteous Man his Thoughts, and let 

him return unto the Lord, and he will have Mercy upon 
Bim, and to our GOD, for he will abundantly . 

Every Day is a Day of Mercy: But Moments 


are now Mercies, when every next may be your 


laſt: You have no Security on Earth, while you 
want Confidence in Heaven; and your Confidence 
” Heaven is raſh and impious, while you continue 
in Sin: While you * or neglect, you but 
engeance of GOD. His 


Judgments will have their Effect in your Ruin, if 


they have not their Effect in your Reformation: 
Tou cannot flee from him, who is every-where | 
8 You cannot reſiſt him, who is Almighty: | 


our Prayers alone with a new Heart and a new 


LUife can diſarm Heaven. You have lately ſeen the | 
Power of G O D's Might, and the Strength of his | 
Arm; — how be hath ſcattered the Proud in the Ima- | 


ginations of their Heart. Horw he hath put down the 


Mighty from their Seat; — and the Rich he hath ſent | 
empty away : But G 0 D is the ſame righteous and 
holy Being, Yeſterday, and To-day, and forever: | 
His Arm ts ſtill lifted up; and except ye repent, ye | 


ſpall all likewiſe pert 1%; ; and once undone, you are 


_ undone for ever. To the Arguments of Faith, | 
GOD has of late given you the Demonſtrations of 
Senſe, that he hateth all the Workers of Iniquity; ; 
and they who reſiſt the greater Means of Convicti- 
on, may equitably receive the greater Damnation. 
When the Centurion, and they that were with him, 


| watching 
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watching our Redeemer expiring upon the Croſs, 


ſaw, that the Earth diq quake, and the Rocks 
rent; and the Graves wert opened, they confeſſed, 


Jh this was the Son of GOD: And ſhall not we 


acknowledge, when we ſde the ſame, or a gester 


Convulſion of Nature, Truly this is the Finger 
« of GOD?” May this Centurion never riſe up 
in Judgment againſt you, and condemn you! You 
have been acquainted with more Miracles than he, 
and have had more Calls to Repentance. A Call 


now neglected, may poſſibly be a Sin never to be 


forgiven: If your Lamps are gone out when the 


Bridegroom cometh, it will be in vain to cry, Lord, 


Lord, open unto us, when the Door is ſhut. Heaven | 


now calls aloud to Repentance: The next Call may 


be to the Chambers of Death : We are now all 
here; — we may meet no more, but before the 
Judgment-Seat of Chriſt. My Brethren, deceive 
not yourſelves : The ſick Man ſometimes fondly 
hopes for Life, while he is in the very Jaws of 
Death: — Your Lives are not now at Stake, but 


your Salyation : It matters little, that your Fami- 


lies and Fortunes periſh, as they ſoon muſt do in 
the ordinary Courſe of Things, from the Land 


of the Living: But it is of infinite Moment, 


that your immortal Souls do not periſh for 

ever. If is a dreadful Thing to fall into the Hanis 
of the living GO D. We then, as Workers together 
. with him, beſeech you, Brethren, that ye receive not 
e Grace, —the Mercies,—the Judgments of GOD 


in vain :— And, may you know, at leaſt in this your 


Day, theT, bings which belong to . Peace, 0 be 
be tor ever hid from your Eyes. es. 
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riers to and from the Town, — Streets, Churches, &c. — A 
Deſcription of Liverpool, with Regard to its Situation, T rade, 


. Sherlock, D. D. 


Sc. and a Tide T able. Publiſhed mas al Price 2 5. 
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